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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

for  1896. 


To  the  Chainnan  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council 
of  Weston-siiper-Mare. 

Gentlemen, 

From  the  Rei^istrar's  returns  I  find  that  durinLT 
the  year  1896,  332  births  (171  males  and  i6t 
females)  were  reg'istered  in  the  district,  g'iving  a 
birth-rate  of  20*9  per  1,000  of  the  population 
(census  1891),  viz.,  15,869,  or  18 *8  per  1,000  of 
the  estimated  present  population  of  17,600.  The 
number  of  births  for  1895  was  316,  showing*  an 
increase  of  16  in  1896. 

D  uring  the  same  period  the  deaths  of  243 
persons  (iio  males  and  133  females)  were 
registered  in  the  district,  being  a  decrease  of  39 


on  the  number  in  i(S95,  and  (giving'  a  death-rate 
of  15*3  per  1,000  of  the  population  (census 
1891),  or  13*8  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  present 
population.  Forty-three,  or  17 *6  per  cent.,  of 
the  deaths  recorded  were  of  children  under  one 
year  of  ag'e,  and  eig'hty-three,  or  34  per  cent., 
of  persons  aged  65  and  upwards,  viz.,  21  between 
65  and  70,  37  between  70  and  80,  and  25  between 
80  and  90,  g'iving  an  average  of  75  years  2 
months. 

The  deaths  I'egistered  from  the  principal 
zymotic  diseases  number  15,  as  against  9  in  1895, 
and  give  a  death-rate  of  0*94  per  1,000  of  the 
population  (census  1891),  or  0*85  per  1,000  of 
the  estimated  present  population. 

To  show  the  localities  in  which  the  deaths 
occuri'ed  I  have  divided  the  town  into  the  four 
Ecclesiastical  districts,  viz.  : 


Disf  yict.  Population,  Deaths.  Rate  per  1000. 

Trinity  .  1272  ...  ii  ...  0*86 

St.  John’s  .  4285  ...  62  ...  14-4 

Emmanuel .  4661  ...  72  ...  15*4 


Christchurch..  5651  ...  98  ...  17-3 

15869  243 

Tlie  I  ist  of  deaths  includes  23  visitors  -  19  in 
the  Genei'al  Hospital,  i  in  the  Royal  Sanatorium, 
and  14  requiring  the  Coi'oner’s  inquisition — as 
against  22,  21,  5  and  19  respectively  in  1895. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of 
deaths  from  all  causes,  and  those  of  the  seven 
principal  zymotic  diseases  for  the  past  ten  years  : 

1887  1888  1889  1890  1891  1892  1893  1894  1895  1896 

266  198  246  282  257  262  253  206  282  243 

Deaths  from  the  Seven  prineipal  Zymotic  Diseases. 

40  17  15  22  5  33  II  15  9  15 

During  the  year  132  notifications  of  infectious 
diseases  were  received,  as  against  29  for  1895,  of 
which  109  were  of  scarlatina,  10  of  diphtheria,  5 
of  enteric  fever,  6  of  erysipelas,  i  of  puerpercil 
fever  and  i  of  small-pox. 

Small=Pox. — One  case  occurred  in  the  person 
of  a  young  man  aged  28  years,  in  St.  John’s 
district,  and  was  imported  from  Gloucester  under 
the  followint^  circumstances  : 

This  patient,  a  mechanical  engineer,  had  lately 
suffered  from  an  attack  of  rheumatic  fever  in 
Bristol,  and  after  recovering  from  this  complaint 
went  home  on  April  4th  to  his  parents  at  Glouces¬ 
ter.  He  left  that  town  for  Weston-super-Mare 
on  April  25th.  On  May  i  ith  my  attention  was 
called  to  the  case  by  a  professional  brother  who 
had  just  discovered  it,  and  consequently  the 
patient  was  at  once  removed  to  the  small-pox 
hospital,  and  thence,  in  two  or  three  days,  to  a 
tent  hospital  two  miles  distant  from  the  town. 
The  man  left  the  hospital  in  perfect  health  the  last 
week  in  June  to  resume  his  employment  in  Bristol. 


Scarlatina,— One  hundred  and  nine  cases 
were  notified,  lo  occurring-  in  the  first  quarter, 
and  14,  26,  and  59  in  the  following*  quarters 
respectively.  The  disease  was  of  a  very  mild 
type,  and,  with  one  exception,  all  occurred  in 
the  Christ  Church,  Emmanuel,  and  St.  John’s 
districts.  Onlv  one  death  is  returned  from  this 
complaint.  Forty-one  cases  were  removed  to  the 
Statutory  Hospital.  I  am  pleased  to  state  that 
this  epidemic  is  rapidly  on  the  decrease,  only  9 
cases  being*  reported  during  the  last  month  of 
the  year. 

Diphtheria. — Ten  cases  were  notified,  4  in 
the  first,  i  in  the  second,  and  5  in  the  fourth 
quarters.  Four  occurred  in  Emmanuel,  3  in  St. 
John’s,  and  3  in  Christ  Church  districts.  Three 
of  the  cases  were  no  doubt  due  to  defective 
sanitary  arrangements,  which  defects  were 
remedied  as  soon  as  possible,  and  one  was 
contracted  from  home.  Two  deaths  were 
returned  from  this  malad}*. 

Enteric  Fever. — Five  cases  were  reported, 
3  of  which  were  notified  in  the  third,  and  2  in 
the  last  quarters  respectively.  Two  of  the  cases 
were  imported,  having  been  contracted  awav 
from  Weston,  and  2  were  clear!)*  traceable  to 
eating  unwholesome  ovsters.  The  remaining 
case  I  could  not  trace.  The  smoke  test  was 
applied  to  the  drains  of  each  house  where  the 
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cases  occurred,  but  they  were  not  found  defective. 
One  death  is  due  to  the  disease. 

Diarrhoea  was  slightly  prevalent  in  the  third 
quarter,  but  only  two  deaths  are  returned,  one  in 
an  infant  under  one  vear  of  ai^e,  and  the  other  in 
a  person  aged  85  years. 

Measles  were  more  or  less  prevalent  during 
the  last  four  months,  and  two  deaths  are  returned 
in  children  under  5  years  of  age.  This  disease  is 
not  notified  in  the  district. 

Whooping  Cough  was  more  than  usually 
prevalent,  and  seven  deaths  are  due  to  this  com¬ 
plaint,  all  in  very  young  children. 

I  beg  once  more  to  accentuate  the  necessitv 
still  existing  for  increased  hospital  accommodation 
for  paying  patients  who  may  happen  to  be  the 
subjects  of  infectious  disease,  and  to  express  the 
hope  that  in  the  present  year  definite  steps  may  be 
taken  to  meet  this  urgent  public  want.  At  the 
same  time  I  w^ould  advise  vour  Council  to  make 
provision  for  a  Steam  Disinfecting  Chamber,  the 
want  of  which  is  much  felt.  I  feel  it  mv  dutv  to 
stronglv  urge  vour  Council  to  carrv  out  the  last 
suggestion.  At  the  present  time  all  clothing  and 
bedding  etc.  have  to  be  sent  out  of  the  town  for 
disinfection,  and  in  some  cases  owners  prefer  to 
burn  their  property  rather  than  be  subjected  to 
this  inconvenience.  We  cannot  hope  to  deal 
successfully  with  an  outbreak  of  infectious  disease 
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(such  as  we  have  lately  experienced)  unless  such 
apparatus  is  provided  for  the  town,  and  the  savins- 
of  property  and  increased  security  would  he 
greatly  appreciated. 

I  mentioned  in  my  last  annual  report  the  fact 
of  the  transference  from  the  Burial  Board  to  your 
authority  of  power  to  acquire  increased  burial 
accommodation.  This  matter  has  been  dormant 
for  some  little  time,  and  must,  as  I  have  before 
said,  speedily  become  one  of  urgent  sanitary  im¬ 
portance  ;  and  now  that  the  power  is  in  your 
hands  no  time  ought  to  be  lost  in  deciding  upon 
a  new  site,  and  in  making  provision  for  what  may 
before  long  become  a  pressing  necessity. 

I  have  satisfaction  in  notintr  that  there  was  no 

o 

failure  of  water  during  the  dry  season  through 
which  we  passed,  which  is  evidence  of  the  great 
value  of  the  springs  and  the  volume  of  available 
water.  Few  towns  are  favoured  with  such  an 
excellent  supply  of  water,  and  too  much  care 
cannot  be  taken  to  keep  it  uncontaminated. 

Tables  A  and  B,  which  I  append,  are  tabulated 
statements  of  the  deaths  recjistered  and  of  the 
sickness  in  the  district,  classified  accordim^  to 
diseases,  ages  and  localities. 

I  also  append  a  table  showing  particulars  of 
sanitary  work  done  by  your  inspector. 

In  conclusion,  I  may  add  that  systematic 
inspection  of  the  district  has  been  made,  and  all 
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insanitary  conditions  and  ordinary  nuisances,  as 
soon  as  they  were  discovered,  received  immediate 
attention,  while  those  localities  in  which  z^mlotic 
diseases  appeared  were  specially  and  carefully 
watched,  and  their  hygienic  requirements  attended 
to. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  VERNON  HITCHINS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


WvxnKAM  Villa, 

February  fst,  idgy. 


TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  Year  1896,  in  the  Weston-super-Mare  Urban  District ; 

classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  WORK 

for  the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1896. 


Accumulations  of  offensive  matters  removed  -  -  18 

Bake-house  Inspections  ------  3S 

Common  Lodging'-house  Inspections  -  -  -  -  12 

Cesspit  and  Boul  Cisterns  cleansed  _  _  _  _  4 

Dairy  and  Milk-shops  Inspected  -  -  -  -  21 

Drains  cleansed  and  repaired  -----  3Q 

Drains  relaid,  12;  soil  pipes  ventilated,  18-  -  -  30 

Foul  Closets  and  Privies  cleansed  -  -  _  _  49 

Sinks  trapped  outside  20 

Drains  tested  with  the  Smoke  Machine  -  -  -  95 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  Premises  by  request  -  -  45 

Sanitary  defects  reported  and  referred  for  the'^  _ 

Action  of  the  Town  Surveyor  /  ^ 

Number  of  Premises  received  Sanitary  Certificate  -  19 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  School  Premises  -  -  -  18 

Rooms  and  Premises  Fumigated  -  -  -  -  100 

Premises  Limewashed  and  Cleansed  1 

-  -  -  49 

(supplied  with  disinfectants)  I 
Slaughter-House  Inspections  (Lime-washed  4  times  a  year)  34 
Miscellaneous  Nuisances  Removed  -  -  -  -  20 

Number  of  Notices  served  to  remedy  sanitary  defects  112 
,,  of  Notices  to  remedy  water  waste  and  leakages  179 
,,  of  New  Connections  to  Town  Water  Supply  -  66 

,,  of  Legal  Proceedings  and  Conviction  obtained  1 

Number  of  Premises  inspected  -----  848 

Infected  Bedding  and  other  Articles  destroyed. 

Remarks—  House-to-house  inspection  has  been  made,  and 
special  reports  written  on  the  sanitary  condition  of  121 
premises. 

H.  HILLMAN, 

Sanitary  Inspector  to  Urban  District  Council,. 

Weston-super-Mare. 


